
National Food Waste Recycling Week Q&A 

 

The Initiative 

 

1. What is National Food Waste Recycling Week?  

National Food Waste Recycling Week which runs from the 30th May until the 6th 

June 2002 is a new national campaign from MyWaste.ie to encourage people to 

recycle their food waste. The campaign will provide them with practical advice and 

tips on how easy it is to recycle and how everyone can get involved. 

 

2. What events are happening around the country & where can I access a Food Waste 

Recycling Caddy? 

Throughout the week events will be held nationwide, supported by local authorities, 
the Composting and Anaerobic Digestion Association of Ireland (Cré) and the Irish 
Waste Management Association (IWMA). People are encouraged to check locally for 
information on one of the many events happening nationwide and receive one of 
15,000 food waste caddies, each with a starter pack of caddy liners and an 
information leaflet which will be available throughout the week-long campaign. 
10,000 of the food waste caddy packs will also be available at this year’s Bloom 
Festival. 
The Irish Waste Management Association (IWMA) also committed to all new 
household customers signing up to a waste collection service receiving a food waste 
separation kitchen caddy pack from IWMA affiliated waste collectors from the 
beginning of 2022. 
 

3. How many will be available to the public during this campaign? 
25,000 caddies will be available during the campaign. 
 

4. What is the investment in this campaign? 
€1m will be invested over 2 years. 

 

5. Who is funding it? 

This campaign is funded by the Department of the Environment, Climate and 

Communications. 

 

Food Waste 101 

 

6. Does every person in Ireland have access to a food waste recycling bin? 

All households living in a population agglomeration >500 people are currently 

entitled to a Food Waste Collection service from their waste collector. Households in 

more rural areas can still participate by home composting their raw food waste. You 



can find more help on home composting with this link: 

https://www.mywaste.ie/what-to-do-with-my-home-composting/ 

 

 

7. What are the barriers to food waste recycling? 

There are several factors that have been identified as barriers to food waste 

recycling: 

 A lack of awareness and understanding around what food waste means 

 A lack of clarity on how to manage food waste so that the bin remains clean and 

odour free 

 A lack of understanding that food waste must be separated from packaging so 

that we create good quality compost 

 The “yucky” factor 

 A lack of knowledge in relation to obligations. 

 

8. What food can be put into the food waste recycling bin? 

All raw and cooked food separated from its packaging can be placed in the food 

waste recycling bin. 

 

9. How often is it collected? 

Usually collected fortnightly but you can confirm this by checking with your waste 

collector. 

 

10. What is home composting? 

Composting means the controlled decomposition of organic material such as light 
garden waste, vegetables scraps, wood shavings, cardboard, and paper. It is a means 
of recovery or recycling of organic matter into compost, for soil improvement or as a 
fertilizer. 

The compost you can make at home is rich in nutrients and full of life and when used 
in your garden and on your plants, feeds the ecosystem of the soil and slowly 
releases nutrients that plants can absorb. Using compost is the foundation of 
maintaining healthy soil for stimulating all plant growth and creating a beautiful 
garden. 
 

11. What happens to food waste after it is collected? 
Food waste once it is collected can then be recycled in several ways including: 

In-vessel composting 
This involves mixing food waste with garden waste – shredding it and 
then composting it in an enclosed system for around 2-4 weeks at temperatures of 
up to 70°C. This speeds up the composting process and ensures any harmful 
microbes are killed. The material is then left outside to mature for a further 1-3 
months with regular turning and quality checks before going on to be used as soil 
conditioner. 
 

https://www.mywaste.ie/what-to-do-with-my-home-composting/


Anaerobic Digestion 
This process uses microorganisms to break down food waste, animal manure, 
slurries, and energy crops in the absence of oxygen, inside an enclosed system. As it 
breaks down it gives off methane, which is collected and converted into biogas and 
used to generate electricity, heat, or transport fuels. It also creates a nutrient-rich 
digestate that can be used as a fertiliser for agriculture and in land regeneration. 

 

 

Circular Economy/Green Impact 

 

12. What are the benefits of recycling food waste? 

The Government’s Climate Action Plan and Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy 
include food waste as a priority waste stream. In Ireland we waste about 1.1 million 
tonnes of food each year, according to current best estimates. Growing, processing 
and transporting food uses a huge amount of resources, such as land, water, energy 
and fertiliser. If food is wasted, these resources are wasted too. The Waste Action 
Plan for a Circular Economy includes a number of measures to tackle food waste in 
Ireland, with a key focus on food waste prevention, redistribution and infrastructure, 
as well as food waste management.   

Food waste that is generated in our homes and that is properly segregated and 
recycled diverts this important waste stream from landfill and allows it to be 
transformed into renewable energy and bio-fertilisers for horticulture and 
agriculture here in Ireland. This means that food waste from households is creating 
compost or green, renewable energy. Households that recycle food waste are 
contributing to Ireland’s circular economy.  

 


